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Items of Interest on Alberta
In the eastern and southern parts its
surface is almost treeless, but the soil
yields good crops, especially when irri-
gated; the central part of the province,
where the ordinary rainfall suffices, is the
most fertile.
In winter the snowfall is very light
in the southern part and even this is fre-
quently removed by the warm "Chinook"
winds from the west, so that cattle may
graze in the open practically the -whole
year.
The Rocky Mountains ascend by a very
gradual slope from the east; the prin-
cipal peaks are Alberta, 11,874 feet;
Athabasca, 11,452; Assiniboine, 11,830;
Columbia, 12,294; The Twins, 11,675 and
12,085.
There are four well-known Alberta
passes over the mountains: (1) Crow's
Nest Pass, near the southern boundary,
through which a branch of the Canadian
Pacific runs; (2) Kicking Horse Pass,
through which the main line of the Ca-
nadian Pacific runs; (3) Yellow Head
Pass, running west from the northern
branch of the Saskatchewan River, and
discovered in 1858; (4) Peace Eiver Pass,
through which Sir Alexander Mackenzie
made his celebrated trip to the Pacific.
The chief industries are farming and
ranching; of cattle the principal breeds
are Shorthorn and Herefords, but Hoi-
steins, Ayrshires and Jerseys are being
introduced for dairying.
The government maintains ten small-
fruit experiment stations in Alberta.
Over $2,000,000 worth of fish are taken
from Alberta lakes each year; whitefish
represents one-half of the total.
Rocky Mountain Park has an area of
4,500 square miles; in 1911 this park was
included in a new Rocky Mountain Forest
Reserve with a total area of 18,564.5
square miles.
About 270 coal mines are in operation
and over 6,000,000 tons of coal, two-fifths
of the total for the country, are produced
annually.
A rich oil well was struck in October,
 1913, in Turner Valley, about 30 miles
southwest of Calgary. The oil is of ex-
ceptionally high grade. More than 100
wells were developed on a productive
basis. These wells have produced more
than 7,000,000 barrels of oil with a large
naphtha content. Oil is also found in
other areas in Alberta.
Slaughtering and meat-packing repre-
sent one-fifth of the total manufactures;
flour and grist-mill products are second
in importance.
There are over 1,200 post offices.
The province has an excellent public-
school system, normal schools at Calgary,
Edmonton and Camrose, collegiate insti-
tutes for secondary education at Calgary
and Edmonton, and high schools in all
parts of the province. The provincial
University of Alberta, situated in South
Edmonton offers full courses in arts, en-
gineering, and agriculture. The Institute
of Technology and Art is at Calgary.
There are twenty-five Indian schools,
with an average attendance of over 900.
From the time of the incorporation of
the Hudson's Bay Company (1670) till
1875 the district was a part of Rupert's
Land.
Questions on Alberta
When was Alberta organized as a
province? How had it been governed
previously?
What is the area of the province?
How many 2sTova Scotias can be carved
from Alberta?
What can you say of the surface and
soil?
Name four great peaks of the Rockies,
also four well-known passes.
What two great river systems have their
source in the province?
What large lake lies on the boundary
between Alberta and Saskatchewan?
What is the character of the climate?
Where are the large forests found?
What is the area of the Rocky Moun-
tains Forest Reserve?
Wliat great irrigation projects are in
operation?
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